Performance evaluation of a new nasogastric feeding tube.
A performance evaluation of a new polyurethane nasogastric feeding tube and stainless steel stylette (Nutriflex, No 8 French) was conducted at University Hospital. Thirty-eight tubes were successfully placed in 18 patients. Tubes remained in place less than 1-29 days and feedings were administered for a total of 196 patient days. Enteral formulas commonly available were administered via continuous drip. The tube use was surveyed for ease of insertion primarily; however, patency and comfort to the patient were felt to be positive with the use of this tube. With slight modifications the new feeding tube is a welcome addition to the expanding technology associated with enteral feedings.